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SOME SHORT 


REFLECTIONS 


ON 1 * 9 EE 


Situation of GIBRA LTA R 


, AND, 1 Tr ft643.. 
Its Importance tothe Trade and 


Maritime Force of this Kin gdom, Oe. 


H E Seges, that have paſſed 
at Gibraltar, have given al- 

molt every Body an Occaſion 
to reflect on its Situation, and the Im- 
portance it is of to this Kingdom, as 


it is an /Zmxs of Land on the Eaſtern- 


moſt Part of the Streighi's Mouth, 


whoſe Mountain is 'of that Height, 
as to command the Sight of all the 
Ships, that attempt to paſs, either in 


or out of the Mediterranean, at a 
A 2 great 


C41] 

reat Diſtance; and the narroweſt 

aſlage of, the Srreig Ns is from the 
Weſtermoſt Part of Cibraltar-Bay to 
a Land on the Barbary Shore, called 
Ape's-Hill, but three Leagues, or 
about half the Dan from Hover 
to Calais. | 


It may be neceſſary, in the Peſerip- 
tion of the Streighis Mouth, to ſhew 
that there is not a Place, either on 
the Spani/h or Barbary Shore, where 
Ships of any Conſequence can' be pro- 
tected either from the Weather, or 
a. ſuperior Force. We had a great 
Proof of This, when we were at War 
with the Algerines, in the Reign of 
King Charles the ſecond, and Tan- 
gier was in our Poſſeſſion; for there 
was not Water in ha. Mole ſuffi- 
cient to careen our Men of War, but 
we were obliged to uſe the Port of 
Gibraltar, and careen our Ships in 
their new Mole; trom whence the 
Squadron, under the Command of Ad- 

miral 
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Zugal, and to the Eaſt and Weſt In- 
dies, for while the Aggerines know 
We are in Poſſeſſion of that Place, 
they will not Ale akte paſs the 
t 


Streigbis, to cruiſe off the Sourhward 
(1 1 ©: FB BY Cy Þ £0 e 
Cape, the Maderas, Canaries, or 
Norihward Cape, for Booty, and re- 
turn with their Ships foul. to repaſs _ 
the Streigbis for Algiers, when the - 
Probability of our intercepting them is 


1o great. 


This ſhews the, Uſefulneſs of Gi- + } 
 braltar to our Nation, while other 


ISI | 
States, that have not this Advan- 
tage, are fo liable to have their Trade 
and Navigation interrupted. They 
have particular Reaſon to apprehend 
This, at. preſent, from the Largeneſs 
of ſome Ships, which the Algerines 
are now fitting out, that are ſaid to 
be of the Proportion of our ſeventy 
Gun Ships; eſpecially fince the Sup- 
port of the Algerine Government is 
known to depend chiefly on the De- 
predations they make on other Na- 
tions. Nay, it is almoſt a Maxim 
with them, that they muſt. of Neceſ- 
fity have a War with either England, 
France or Holland; and whenever 
they have made a Peace or Truce 
with the laſt of Theſe, they have not 
kept it long; ſo that it muſt highly 
. concern the Government of England 
to preſerve a Fortreſs of this impor- 
tant Situation, not only in Regard to 
the Cruiſers of Barbary, but in Re- 
lation to ſeveral other Powers of 
Europe, whole national Intereſt will 
. make 


FT | 
make. them ers to reduce our 


maritime Power as low as poſlible, in 
| onder. to l their mn. 


| It appears: 3 the Papers: now 
before the Houſe of Commons, that 
Spain entertains Hopes of making . 
England To uneaſy by the Works, 
which have been lately raiſed, and 1 
are ſtill carrying on before Gibraltar; | 
as to induce us at laſt to give it up; 
but-I am of Opinion, that if the Go- 
vernment of  Ezgland ſhall think pro- 
per to take hkewiſe their Advantage, 
the | Spaniards. may have Reaſon to 
repent of the Trouble, which they 
— already Siven Themſelves, as 
well as, 6. 


The M ountain af Cibraltar is By 
lowed to be impregnable; and the 
ſmall Space of lou. Land or Sand, at 
the Side of the Mountain, leading to 
the Land- Port- Gate of the Town, is 
about a hundred Yards from the Wa- 

ter 


1 [8] 
ter in the Bay to the Foot of the 
Mountain; ſo that if that Earth, or 
ſandy Soil, which does not lie above 
fix or ſeven Foot higher than the Sur- 
face of the Water in the Bay, was 
taken away, and the Sea came to the 
Foot of the Mountain, which might 
be done at very little Expence, the 
re would be left without the 
opes of ever getting into the Town 


by any Land Siege. 
Let us add, that the Strength of 
this Fortreſs hath been ſo oy 
thought to be impregnable, and ſo 
much the Key of the Mediterranean, 
that, in the Titles of the Crown of 
Ru”, it was called the Kingdom of 
tbraltar. There is, at this Day, 
an Inſcription over the Gate-Way of 
an old Mooriſh Caftle in the Town, 
which alludes to the Strength of the 
Place in their Time, and which is thus 
tranſlated. © Honour GOD; be Juſt ; 
oo ‚ % ; 
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_wikktheteforer Ordat Britau ſhoutdy:! 
from later Experience, thmk fit td 
make:t|;his:iFlace perfectly uſeful 
0 fmall Expence woultimakocit effedruat; 


as in this Manner. 
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If the firſt Au of b bh | 


condemned Perſons were ſent to _ : 
Place: and put under the Direction of 
the Engimeetys'and i | 
ttie Garriſon, to inen 
Labouns of (carrying on a Mole from 
the Sduib- Baſtion ol of theoTown, in 4 


:Depth of: Waterj: tif it coοꝗα 
be join 


AMole:bead ** This would give 1a ſuf. 
ficient Space for any. Fleets of Mer. 
chantmen or Men o War and ſecurt 
them from the Weather and any fupe- 
ribr Enemy. To perform/this Work; 
would only be at ho 


the Government 
Charge of vidtnallin ing. and ee 
thefe Criminals,” and thes7 7s; 

ſary for. the Work; the :Ptave afford: 
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Undortaking, the Sow: Governor; 
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4 ing the ſame Materials as built the 


der dWſotee\\BhavWBxaniceobbt:drbiariy 
{eyed — 
Service, wil the z ſufficient dndiuce: 


ment o theit,chearbalbp-pertorihing 
their Labour; and, in ſomè antafure; 


extenuate the Crimes, for which they 


would haveuſhffered..\ n rl 1 
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To ſhew' the; Practicablepels of tis 


who built moſt af the , wew Male,; 
talking with an Fngli for Officer, — 
med in the Agemne War, and Bear- 
ing the great Expenre e er ae 
mo forming thetMoltiof Fungier, 
faid if the King, of Spain — 
point him ho ſam Pounds, 
Bambuld undertake to Carryithe we = 
Mole aerofs. ther h, andithough'ir 
may / bei im u much c ld be 
done for hat Hxponcr, yet it ſoves 
hom feaſonable it may den for us 0 
aecampli Ta Mcle;: {ufficient:. Jr all 
the Ocenſious Mui a . -" 
Off! 4 an 
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Car 9 
unc, byozinploying theſerrmmferable 
People: Me may /ftrengther? all the 
Face of the Works, that run frotn tike 
Ni h. Baſtion. to Hund -Pbinit : 290d 
crehere it Mild Hardlyii e che Ham- 
nation f afly -Gountry;:2phowgh in 
"Conjun@ion' with others, ever tol at- 
— this Place”; for? henevet fuch 
a Mole ſhall be düllt, as is here de- 
Icribed: it will flot only* cover: that 
Side of the Land, but as the Water 
falls, in a, Fery little * 
thence into à great Bepth f fut 
Neventy|; .m&>eighty' e 1 
Ships cannot vide to We 17 
tempt on the Place; They Wi 
become better Nei 1 rg dor, if tie 
Have a mind td purchaſe the 1P}j66, 
they ib prb ple 0 lus" ſome Sektle- 
ment on the Coaſt of Spain, white 
We may carry on our Cormeres'aii 
Navigation with more Advantage 
dur :Coutitry' 3” for! Hef wh 1d 
buy oÞ(ariothee, {inn} cbme 8 Bis 
Price; and 16 Sum of Money can 


110126 r in 


Lim 


in any männer be equal to 4 Nase 
ion, that protects our Navigation; 
and We have this Exaniple before us, 
[that all the. time Nations, which 
have flouriſned in the World, as ſoon 
as they ceaſed to be the Carriers of 
other - {ay have loſt their Power. For 
this Reaſon, as the Strength of Eng- 
lan depends on Navigation, it is to 
be hoped that We ſhall never part with 
That, 4 protects it. Gibraltar is, 
in ſome meaſure, very like an land 
for being a Mountain inacceſſible from 
the nenen the 7 aier, waſhing the 
Foot of it when the — 2 Mole 
Malb be finiſned, is a Situation pure- 
ly; for the. Protection of our Trade; 
and it ois ſo eſſential a Benefit to our 
Oquntry, chat I am perſwadedit will 
ad evexy true Briton to rh b _ 
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| If Spain thalli fall continue its En- 

; ; | Son -£0, diſturb our. Poſſeſſion of 


ene hy is. not the Britiſb 
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EW ES 
Nation as much at Liberty to excite 
the People of . Barbary to their Aſſiſt- 
ance, as the French have conſtantly 
done their Endeavours to ſpur up the 
Turk to oppoſe the Empire, whenever 
they were at Variance with them?; 


It is ſaid that the Injuſtice of the 
Court of Spam, to the Family of the 
Governor of Gibraltar, occaſioned the 
Introduction of the mooriſb Govern- 
ment, which laſted ſo many hundred 
Years. It is of late Date that the 

Spaniards have loſt their important 
Places of Oran and Maſſaguer on the 

Barbary Coaſt; and, perhaps, they 
may be beholden to the Favour of 
Britain that they continue in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Courg, . 


Having ſaid thus much in Relation 
to Cibraltur, I will conclude theſe 
Reflections with my Opinien, that 
whoever ſhall be Maſter of hat For-. 
treſs, hereafter, will probably make it 
v. . the 


| Ca) 
the Seat of a maritinie Force, ''which 
wall be able at all Times to curb our 
Trade to the Mediterranean; and 
This leads me to reflect on the two 
Diſtinctions of Men, who by Turns 
have been; in Oppofition to each other, 
of ſome Prejudice to the common 
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Tory... The Admiral, who commanded 
our Fleet at the taking this Place, 
was under the Character of 'a Ty. 
The Influence, that followed, was on 
the other Side; and a deceaſed Perſon 
of uncommon Merit and Diſtinction, 
in order to preſerve the Honour he had 
juſtly acquired by his Merit, might 
in this Particular not ſo much regard 
the real national Intereſt of putting 
this Place upon the beſt Footing it 
was capable of for the Service of our 
Country; becauſe his Inclination led 
him to Portimabon. But as Length of 
Time has ſhewed al Pariies, how ne- 
ceſſary it is to join in one common 
Diſpofition for the Good of our Coun- 


try, 


try, theſe Accidents will, I flatter my- | 


ſelf, befal us no more. The Duty I 
owe my King (under whoſe Protection 


the Proteſtant Intereſt, as eſtabliſhed by 


our immortal Deliverer, can only ſub- - 
fiſt) with the natural Affection I bear 


to my Country, were the ſole Motives 
that induced me to trouble the Publick 
with my Thoughts and Reaſoning on 


ſo ſerious and important a Subject. 
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